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———— wit were Ps oe 4. 


DECLARTION. 


Weſp cargeltly Gefire, as to oP abliſh Our Government on-ſuch a 


Hi is ; Ma ieſtics 


GRACIOUS 


TAMES R. 

WEAARE Ur Condutt hs been ſuch in all times, a5 onght to have per- 
De ſwaded the world, that We are firm and conflant to Our 

F, = Reſolutions, yet 'thet eaſre People may not be abuſed by the 

Py > Malice of Crafty Wicked Men, We think fit to Date, 

Sz <2 That Our Intentions are not changed fince the Fourth of 
"FR April 1687. when We Iſſued ont Onr Declaration for Lt- 

es of C onſcience in the fol wing Terms. 


His Myeſties Gracious: Declaration to! all 
His Loving wad for Liberty of Con- 


{cience. 


JAMES Rf fn: | 
'T having pleaſed Almiptity God not only to bring Us to ig "Y 
 perial -rown of theſe Kingdoms through the'greateſt Di eul- 
- ties, but to preferye Us by a more than Ordinary, Providence up- 
on the Throne of Our Royal Anceſtors ; There is nothing era that 
un” 
dation as may,make Our.SubjeQs happy, and Unite them to Us b Tn- 
tlination as well as Duty ; 3 Which We think«can be doge b no Means 
ſo effetually, as by granting to them the free Exerciſe 0 their Rel; 
gion for the 4ime'to come, and add that to the. poet Enj be hon t 
of their Property, which has never been in any « XY Invade 
{ince Ourpomns to the Crown ; Whigh being i; two: chinke Bia 
yalue moſt, ſhall ever be; preſetved in theſe 2 doms, during, Our 
Reip n over "them, as the. true Methods of their Peace and Our Gl6- 
rp. We cannot but. heartily wiſh, as it will caſily be believed, 
t all the People of Qu -Dominions were - Members of the Ca- 


tholick Churgh, 1 yet We bumbly rank, Almighty God, it is, gd 
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hathof long time been Our conſtant Sexe and Opinion ( which 

upon diverſe Occaſions We-haye Dechred ), That Conſcience ought 

not to be conſtrained; nor ho = fofced z Matters of meer Re- 
ligion : It has ever been- directly contrafy: x0 Our Inclination, as 

We think it is to the Intereſt of Governmenr, which it deſtroys by 

Spoiling Trade, Depopulating Countries; and Diſcouraging Stran- 

gers ; and finally, that it nevEr obtained the End for which it was 

employed : And in this Weare the more confirmed by the Reflections 

We have made upon. the Condutt of the Four laſt Reigns. For after 

all the frequent and Prefling Endeavors that were uſed in each of 

them, to reduce this Kingdom to an exact Conformity in Religion, 

it is viſiblethe Succeſshas not ahiwered the Deſign, and that the Dit- 

ficulty is invincible. We therefore of of Our Princely Care and 

AﬀeCtion unto all our Loving Subjects, that they may live at Eaſe and 
Quiet, and for the increaſe of Trade, and encouragement of Strangers, 
have thought fit by. victue- of Qur Royal Prerogative, to Ifſue forth 
this Our Declaration of Indulgence ; making no doubt of the Con- 
.Currence of Our Two Houſes of Parliament, when We'ſhall think it 
;Cqnyenient for then to Meet. 4 & 

In the firſt Place We do Declare, That We will Protett and Maintain 
'Our Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and Clergy, and all orher Our SubjeRs of 
the Church of £Ezg/azd, 1n the free Exerciſe of their Religion, as by 
Law Eftabliſbed, and in the quiet and full Enjoymeat ofalltheir Pol- 
{efhans, withqut any Moletagan or Diſturbance. whatſoever. 

. VVedo likewiſe Declare, That it. is our Royal VYilF-and Pleaſure, 
' _ "That from henceforth the Execution af all and all manner of Penal 
% __ Tawsin Matters Eccleſiaſtical, for not coming to Church, or not Re- 
<ceiving the Sacrament, or for any other Now-conloeriley tothe Re- 
ligion Eſtabliſhed, or for or by reaſon, of the Exerciſe of Religion in 
any manner whatſoever , be immediately Suſpended ; And the fur- 
| thes Execution 'of the faid Penal Laws and'every of them is hereby 

Sulbedded. * darandSeonos WS 
"Kd to the enditbarthy the Liberty beteby Granted, the Peace and 
'Security of Our Government in the Pratice thereof may not be en- 
:dangered, We have thought fir, and do hereby ſtraitly Charge and 
'Commandall Our Loving Subjects, That as We do freely give them 
Leaveto Meet and Serve God after their qwn WAL and Manner, be. 

in private Houſes, or Places purpoſely Hired or Built for Yigg uſe; 

that they take eſpecial care, that norhing be Preached qr Taught I- 

 mongft them which may any ways tend. to Alienate the Hearts- 
Our People from Us or Our Government; And that their ; and 


and Aﬀcmblies be. peaceably,” openly, and publickly held, and a 
Perfprs freely prrvs to them ; And tA they Yo Fignific an 
make known to ſome one or more of the next Juſtices of Te | Peace, 
| why Place or Plachs they Tet apart for thoſe uſes. 
* Angd.that att Qur Subjes may enjoy ſuch heir Religiqus Aſem-. 
| blies with greater Afﬀurancz and ProteQioan, We have thought it 
| Requifite, and do hereby Commarig, That no Diſturbance of an 
kiadbe made or-given unto thetn, under Painofour Difpfeaſure, = 
© be further.proceeded agaioff with theurrermoſt Severity. — 
. And forafinuchas'We are tefirous to have the Beiiefit of the Ser- 
vice of alt Qur Lovipg Subjedts, which by the Law of ans is inſe. 


t NORE 


garebly annexed te, antinherent im Our Royal Tetfoa ; A ar 


(3) 
»£ Our Subjets may for the future be under any Diſcouragement or | 
Diſability n0 are otherwiſe well incfned and fit to Serve Us) by 
rcaſon of ſome Oaths or Telts, that have been uſually Adminiſtred 
on ſuch Occaſions : Weg do, hereby further Declare, That it is Our 
Royal VVill and Pleafure , That the Oaths commonly called, The 
Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, and allo the ſeveral Teſts and De- 
clarations mentioned in the Atts of Parliament made inthe 25th and 
zoth Years, of the Reign of Our late Royal Brother King Charles the 
Second, ihall not at any time hereafter be required tobe Taken, De- 
clared, or Subſcribed by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, who is 
or ſhall be Employed in any Office or Place of Truſt, either Civil or 
Military , under Us or in Our Government. And VVe do further 
Declare it to-be Our Pleaſure and Intention from time to time here- 
after, to Grant Our Royal Diſpenſations under -Our Great Seal to all 
Our Loving SubjeQts ſo to be Employed, who ſhall not take the faid 
- Oarhs, or Subſcribe or Declare the ſaid Teſts or Declarations in the 
abovementioned Acts andevexy of them. 

_ And tothe end that all Our Loving SubjeAs may receive and en- 
joy the full Benefit and Advantage of Our Gracious Indulgence here- 
by intended, and may be Acquitted and Diſcharged from all Pains, 
Penalties, Forfeitures, and Dilahilities by them or any of them in- 
curredor forfeited, or which they ſhall or may at any time bereafter 
be liable to, for or by reaſgn,of their Non-conformity, or the Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, and from all Suits, Troubles, or Diſturbances 
for the ſame :';We do hereby give Our Free and Ample Pardon unte 
allNon-canformiſts, Recuſants, and other Our Loving. Subje&ts, for 
all Crimes and Things by them committed or done contrary to the, 
Yenal Laws formerly made relating to Religion and the Profeſſion;or 
Exerciſe thereof, Hereby Declaring, That this Our.Royal Pardon 
and Indempnity ſhall be as Good and EffeRual to all Intents and. Pur- 
poſes, as if every Individual Perſon had been therein particularly na- 
med, or had particular Pardons under our Great Seal, which VVe do 
likewiſe Declare ſhall from time to time be Granted-tinto any Perfpn 
or Perſons. deſtring the lame : Veg and Requiring Our Judges, 
Juſtices, and other Officers, to take ;Notice of agd' Obey Our Royal 
VVill and Pleafire herein before Declared. | | 


And cou the Freedom and Aſſurance We have hereby given in 


relation to Religion and hs rb? might be fufficient to remove from 


the Minds of our Loving SubjeRs all Fears and Jeatouſies in relation to 
either ; . yet We have thought fit further tro Declare, That We will 
Maintain them in all their Properties and Poſſeſſions, as well of 
Church and Abby-Lands, as in any other -their Lands and Properties 
whatſoever. | ; 


Given '«t Onr Ciurt at Whitehall the Foarth day of April 1687. Is 


the Third Tear of Our Rejgn. ' 


Ver fince We granted ths Indulgence, We have made it Our principa/ 

Care tos ſee ut preſerved withour Diſtinition, as we are encouraged to 

ao aaily by multitudes of Addreſſes and many other Aſſurances We receive from 

Onr Subjetts of all Perſmaſions, as Teſtimonies of their Satisfattion and Duty ; 

the Effets of mhich We doubt not but. the next Parliament will plainly ſhew. 
an 


4) 
ed that it will not be in vain.that we have reſolved to uſe Our, uttermoſt 
| Endeavours to Eſtabliſh Liberty gf Conſcience on ſich juſt ata equal Forn- 
[4 dations, as will render it unalterable, and ſecure to att People the rte Exerciſe 

of their Religion for ever ; by which fiture Ages may reap the Bettefit of what 
| * ſo undoubtedly for the general Good of the whole Kyngdom. It 5s ſuch a Se- 
curity We deſire without the burthen and conſtraint of Oaths and Teſts, which 
have been unhappily made by ſome Governments, but could never Support any, 


ONTEr nor ſhould men be advanced by ſuch means to Offices and Imployments, which 
«| ought to be the Reward of Services, Fillelity ana Merit. We muſt conclude, 
w That not only good Chriſtians wil lays in this, but whoever is concerned for 

the encreaſe of the' Wealth and Power of the Nation. It would perhaps 


rejudice ſome of our Neiphboars who qnight loſe part of thoſe v 
; = they FS a if Liberty of bes! were Set 4 
theſe Kingdoms, which are above all others muſt capable of Improvements, 
and of commanding the Trade of the World: In ns ſhave of this great Work, 
We have been forced to make mary Changes both of Civil and Mylttary Officers 
throughoitt our Dowinions, not thinking any ought 'to be imployed in Our 
Service, who will not contribute. towards the abliſi ing the Peace and Great- 
neſs of their Country, which We muſt earneſtly deſire, as unbyaſs d Men may 
fee by the whole. Condutt of Our. Government, and by the Condition of Onr, 
Fleet, and of Our * Aymies, which with good Management ſball'be conſtantly 
the ſame, and greater, if the Safety o* Honour of the Nation require it. 

FR We recommend theſe | Conſideratiops to all Our Subjetts, and that they will 
reflet on their Ae il Eaſe and Happineſs , hv for above three Tear that 
#t has pleaſed God 6 pers us'to Reign over theſe Kjngdoms, We have not. 
{Or 'to be that Prince, Our Enemies would have made the World afraid 


of, Our chief Aim having been not to be the Oppreſſor, tut the Father of Our 
*erple ; of mbich We can give usbetter Evidewee, then by Copjuring them, 

eatouſics, and to 

aſh what We' 

' aver which Almighty'God 

ent' that ſball meet in No- 


* 


chooſe uch Members -6 Parliamegt as may | Ho ery part #0 
/ 


E.. #0 1 fi all private Animoſities, as mell gs groindle fs 
have begun for the Advantage 0 'the, Mo d 
hath placed Us, being reſolved Al} 4 Pix 


[ Hl 
er' next, at furtheſt. * Th 
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Given at Out, Court at Whitehal, the Twenty ſeventh day of 
© April 3688. In the Fourth-Year gf Our Reigt, .,. . -.., 


. 
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.-_ By His'Majetties ſpecial-*Command. 
5th FRI FIDE RESOSSTE MILL"? SCYSS Þ SDETL 7 I EE GIS 
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